
Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends,

This week we celebrated our Year 12 Graduation day. It started with a fantastic breakfast, followed by Year 12’s last Year 
group assembly and an emotional walk through the school being cheered on by staff and students before celebrating 
Mass together. I have attended many Year 12 Graduation Masses over the years; ours here at St Patrick’s Marist stands 
out as a truly moving experience. As I watched our Year 12 students up on the balconies, surrounding us with their 
candles lit, it not only exemplified the coming to an end of their Marist journey but the wonderful family spirit here at the 
College. To complete the night we celebrated each student’s achievements at St Joseph’s College Hunter’s Hill.  It was 
a wonderful evening enjoyed by all and a fitting way to conclude the academic life of our students. I thank the many staff 
and students who helped to make the day so successful and memorable.

I dedicate this newsletter to our graduates of 2016 and share a few of my reflections on the class of 2016. The way 
that they presented themselves and moved through the day and evening was validation of what we know and have 
verbalised about this group of young men and women. “They are an outstanding example of what we hope a Marist 
Graduate should be”. Their involvements have been wide ranging and they have left us with a great legacy for younger 
students to follow.

They have been positive, supportive, generous, hardworking and thoughtful. Generous of spirit, compassionate in 
service and they have always shown loyalty and kindness. They are now part of that wonderful tapestry, forever a part 
of the heart of St Patrick’s Marist College Dundas

I especially recognise Sasha, Alex, Kira and Jerick for their outstanding leadership. The role of College Captains and 
Vice Captains is a serious and important one. The success of the Year group, in how they work as a unit to make a 
difference in the school, lies with them. Their sense of service and witness has been demonstrated time and time again. 
They have truly exemplified what it means to be Marist. I am so proud and thankful that they have led the student body 
with pride, strong minds and gentle hearts. They will be remembered not only for their transformational leadership, but 
as truly genuine people – with a desire to build a stronger Marist culture of which all students can be proud. 

I wish Year 12 all the very 
best in their preparations for 
their HSC.

Have a safe and happy 
holiday.
Mrs Angela Hay
Principal
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KEY DATES
Friday, 23rd September 
Term 3 Concludes

Monday, 10rd October 
Term 4 Commences

Wednesday, 12rd October 
Year 7 (2017) Orientation Day

Thursday, 13rd October 
HSC Examinations Commence

Tuesday, 18rd October 
Year 7 (2017) Information Evening

Stay Connected:               stpatsdundas.catholic.edu.au                                    facebook.com/St-Patricks-Marist-College-1549337335358979

From the Principal

The Mission of Marist schools is to lead young people in the way of Mary, to know and love God  
in the belief that they all can become good Christians and good Citizens.

St Patrick’s Marist College

      Star of Peace
151 Kirby Street, Dundas, Telephone (02) 96385644 • Facsimile (02) 96842120 • Email: stpatsdundas@parra.catholic.edu.au

Catholic Education in the tradition of St Marcellin Champagnat
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YEAR 10

Thank you to all the Year 10 Peer Support leaders who assisted with the Graduation breakfast for our Year 12 students. 
The peer support leaders were at school by 6am ready to cook, set up, serve and make the whole experience an 
unforgettable morning for the graduating class. Thank you also to Mr Hornby, Miss Mollace, Miss Hutchinson, Mrs 
Donaghy and Miss Carne for their guidance.

Congratulations to those Year 10 students who were involved in ‘The Tempest’ production this term. Your hard work and 
professionalism shone throughout the numerous shows.

Finally, as this busy term comes to an end, just a reminder that the Year 10 Harbour Cruise payments and permission 
notes need to be finalised by the end of this term. If you foresee any issues with this, please contact me at the school.

Enjoy the break.

Mr S. Belcher
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 10

Curriculum
YEAR 8 GEOGRAPHY

On Wednesday the 7th of September, Year 8 Geography students went to Sydney Olympic Park Wetlands to learn about 
threatened habitats. Students completed a range of activities and learnt about the importance of mangroves and the 
history of the area.  Students were accompanied by Mr Grech, Mrs O’Neill, Mr Wilson and Mr Flew.  Everyone had an 
enjoyable and educational experience! 
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YEAR 10 HISTORY

Vietnam War Incursion

On Friday the 16th of September  students from Year 10 participated in a History incursion. During history classes 
students have recently learnt about the Vietnam War and its impact on veterans, and Australia. Throughout the course 
of the day, students listened to 3 guest speakers, two of whom explained their connections to the Vietnam War. Brett 
Hunt presented students with a solo performance, reviewing his father’s endeavours in Vietnam. He also explained that 
the famous Vietnam War song ‘I was only 19’ by Redgum, was written mentioning his father, Frankie, kicking a land 
mine. After a short break, we listened to Fred and Todd Reid’s, Aboriginal Australians, life story. As students begin the 
new topic of Rights and Freedom, Fred  and Todd explained how their lives had taken a turn for the worse due to racial 
discrimination. They wanted us, the future generation, to help bridge the gap between racial and religious discrimination. 
They performed a traditional dance from their tribe, showed us numerous cultural artefacts and explained the significance 
of their beliefs. Soon afterwards Mr. Ron O’Connor, a Vietnam Veteran, discussed his role in the war, and showed us 
numerous images of Vietnam taken throughout the duration of the war. He also presented us with information regarding 
the war, and showed us bravery medals, which were specifically created for the war. At the end of the day, we viewed a 
short clip on Ahn Do’s life, particularly his childhood, fleeing Vietnam after the Vietnam War.

Overall, it was a fantastic day, which everyone enjoyed, and learned from. Personally, I would like to thank Mrs O’Neill 
and Mr O’Connell for guiding us through the day. On top of that I would like to thank all the History teachers who 
organised the incursion, and the guest speakers. 

Eric Saba 
10 Edwin
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YEAR 8 HISTORY

Medieval Day

On Wednesday the 7th of September half of Year 8 experienced what life would have been like in Medieval Times. It was 
a great day and expanded our knowledge on medieval lifestyle and how times have changed. In the morning session 
we had the privilege of Lady Diana and the Jester speaking to us about the lifestyle during medieval times and they also 
taught us how to fight and defend ourselves with real swords and armour. We were then lucky enough to get time to look, 
touch and play with all the gear they had brought which included swords, shields, armour and the stocks. After recess 
the Jester entertained us with some clever magic tricks that made us all laugh. We ended our day with the classic movie 
‘ Black Knight’ which summed up our greatly entertaining and knowledgeable day.

Abbie Moriarty
8 Edwin

YEAR 9 PASS

Outdoor Education Excursion

On Friday the 9th of September, Year 9 Physical Activity and Sports Studies class went on an excursion to Crossland 
Reserve, Hornsby Heights. To start off with, after recess, we set out on a hike along the great northern walk for about an 
hour and a half, or at least it was supposed to be. Our trek was along rough terrain and halfway along the track we ran 
into an unexpected obstacle, a collapsed tree, which disallowed us to continue our walk. We turned back towards our 
lunch area. After an enjoyable lunch, we were split into three groups and completed two leadership and problem-solving 
activities and an orienteering course. After a fun day we were all exhausted and happy to catch the bus back to school.

April Purdon (9 MacKillop)
and Sarah Collins (9 MacKillop)
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Year 9 P.A.S.S
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THE TEMPEST

In Week 8 of Term 3, the La Valla Theatrette was transformed into a working stage for the College Shakespeare 
production of ‘The Tempest’. Students, teachers and parents who were lucky enough to secure a ticket to this sold 
out event, were amazed at the high quality and talent of the student performances. The student cast worked tirelessly 
in their own time after school rehearsing for the performance, having to overcome the hurdle of first understanding 
the language before being able to embody the characters.  We would like to congratulate the cast and crew on their 
incredible passion and talent in the development and performance of this production. We are so proud of all you have 
achieved and will miss all the fun of rehearsing with you. Well done!

Mrs R. Lyons and Mrs C. Franke



The first Marist Brothers arrived in Australia on the ‘Star of Peace’ on 21st February, 1872.  On the 8th April, 1872, school commenced  
at St Patrick’s. Our Newsletter is named, ‘Star of Peace’, as it too, hopefully, brings peace and good news to our community.

Years 7 and 8 Dance
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