
From the Principal
Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends,

Last Sunday was the first Sunday of Advent. The Advent season is the beginning of our 
Liturgical year and a time of renewed commitment to our faith. During the four weeks of Advent, 
we prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth through prayer and reflection. We contemplate 
the First Coming of Jesus as Saviour and anticipate his promised Second Coming. Amid 
the busyness of Christmas preparations, we look for practical ways to observe the holiness 
of the season in our everyday lives. There are young people in our local communities that 
live less than ideal lives. I am reminded that these young people will not experience the joy 
and excitement that our young people will experience in the coming weeks. In this season of 
Advent as we pray for Hope, let us take a moment each day to pray for these young people, 
that through God’s grace they will have a life that they have long hoped for, one of peace 
and freedom. I thank you all for your generous support of our St Vincent De Paul Christmas 
appeal. Every little bit helps.

I have just returned from Battle of the Bands with Year 7 and 8. I was so impressed by the 
depth of musical talent we have. Every band got the crowd going with their energy and 
professionalism. I am certainly glad that I did not have to choose a winner. There is such 
a great vibe up in the music rooms every lunch time. There are always students up there 
playing and practising. I would like to thank Ms Andrews for her wonderful leadership of the 
performing Arts this year. Both she and Mr Heffernan have devoted many additional hours to 
promoting Music both within and outside of the classroom.

On Monday the 21st we took our whole Year 12 Leadership team on a leadership day. Students 
explored the notion of servant leadership and what it means to be a leader in a Catholic 
School in the Marist tradition. The leaders have been assigned portfolios for 2017 and I was 
so proud and inspired by their passion, determination and ideas. I am very confident that they 
will be wonderful leaders and Ambassadors for the College. I thank Mr Quigley, Mr Paton, Ms 
Liska and Ms Dunston for working with the students. 

Last Wednesday night was our final P&F meeting for the year. We gathered to celebrate 
and reflect back on our year. I thank Paul Grundy our president, the committee members 
and all of the parents that have joined us throughout the year. We are always looking for 
ways to engage our parents in the community, if you have any ideas please email the P&F at 
pandfstpatsdundas@gmail.com.

Looking for a great Christmas gift?  We have about 150 cook books from our 50th Anniversary. 
It is a very beautiful and professionally created book. The P&F are selling them for $20 
per book.  If you would like to purchase one or more please send money in an envelope 
addressed to the P&F with your child’s name and the number of books you would like to the 
front office.

Last week I attended a meeting where the changes to the HSC were discussed. I will email a 
copy of relevant documents that outline the changes to the HSC for senior students and the 
introduction of the minimum standards of Naplan in Year 9 in Reading, Writing and Numeracy 
to be eligible for a HSC Certificate.

I have tried to simplify possible outcomes for students who complete Year 12
• A student achieves a Band 8 in all 3 areas in Year 9 - will complete Years 11 and 12 

and receive a HSC (Higher School Certificate). 
• A student doesn’t achieve a Band 8 in all/any areas but completes the online tests 
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Wednesday, 31st January 
Years 8, 9 and 10 Commence
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successfully - will complete Years 11 and 12 and receive a HSC.
• A student doesn’t achieve Band 8s and fails to successfully complete online tests - will complete Years 11 and 12 

and receive a RoSA.  (Students will have opportunities post Year 12 to successfully complete the online tests, and 
will then receive a HSC)

• A student doesn’t achieve a Band 8 or successfully complete online Numeracy - will be required to complete a 
Mathematics course as part of the HSC pattern of study.

At a school and Diocesan level we are deep in discussion about the implications. We already have a strong Diocesan and 
College focus in both Literacy and Numeracy and current strategies are showing improved outcomes. As a parent I am sure 
you would be asking what happens if my son or daughter is one of the students that don’t achieve Band 8s in Year 9. As we 
currently do, On Facebook this week: Video

highlights from the India

Immersion experience. we will use first wave (teacher in the classroom) strategies and other interventions as determined 
necessary.

Yours in Jesus, Mary and St. Marcellin

Mrs Angela Hay
Principal

FROM THE OFFICE ....

Students Leaving the College
A reminder to parents, that if you know your child is leaving the College at the end of the year, it is a legal requirement to advise
the College office in writing, including details of where the student will be moving on to next year and any new contact details. 

Holiday Closure
Please note that the College Office will close on Thursday, 15th December at 4.00pm and will re-open on Tuesday, 24th January 
2017.

College Canteen
Tenders are being called for the School Canteen Licence commencing Monday, 30th January 2017, for a term of one year (with 
an option to renew for a further year).  For a copy of the Tender Information Package please email:  stpatsdundas@parra.
catholic.edu.au.

Assistant Principal
As we progress towards the end of the school year, it is important to remember that guidelines and expectations of the 
school will be followed until the last day. Please see below the following guidelines regarding uniform expectations. More 
information can be found on page 16 and 17 of the school diary. 

Jewellery: Students are permitted to wear; 
• One ring
• A plain, thin, gold or silver chain that may be adorned with a Christian symbol
• A thin silver or gold bracelet

Girls may be permitted to wear one set of plain studs or sleepers in their ear lobes. Boys are not permitted to wear 
earrings. Transparent sleepers are not permitted. The wearing of any jewellery other than that listed above is in breach 
of College regulations.

Hair and Grooming:  Students are expected to be neat and well groomed at all times.
• Hair is to be neatly groomed, of natural colour and all extremes of styles are to be avoided.
• Undercuts, layers, lines, tracks, marked contrasts of lengths, or comb cuts less than a No. 3 are all unacceptable. 

It may be necessary to inform any person cutting hair of these requirements.

The wearing of make-up with the College uniform is not permitted.  Boys must be clean-shaven when they come to 
school each day. 
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Photography Guidelines 
 
Information for Parents and Carers

We recognise that parents and carers enjoy photographing and recroding the progress of their child at school and on 
school activities. We recognise that many of you like to share these personal memories online and on social media.

We ask for your cooperation and care concerning the use and distribution of photographs of other children at our 
College.  Some families have very real legal and safety issues which could put a child at risk if an image is made public 
online.  More generally, it is respectful of the privacy of other members of the school community to ask permission 
before posting an image online.  Even if your social media settings are private, it is easy for images to become public, 
particularly if they are tagged or shared by others.

Best Practice Guidelines

The following best practice guidelines have been adopted by our school to keep our students and school community 
safe and to ensure respectful practices concerning the use of social media.  Wen taking photographs or recordings at 
school or at school events and your images include other identifiable persons, please follow these guidelines.
• Crop out other students or seek the permission of the student or (for students under 16) his or her parent/carer before 

posting online.
• Do n ot tage or name the person without permission.
• If a parent or carer requests that you do not circulate an image of their child to others, please comply with the request.
• Please seek the permission of our staff to photograph or record their activities at school. Photography of staff 

presenting or receiving awards is permitted.
The College will periodically review these best practice guidelines.

Mandatory Policies

The College may from time to time determine that photography or recording at school events or on school grounds is 
restricted.  Where restriction is notified, failure to comply may result in your exclusion from school premises or activities. 

Under no circumstances may you photograph or record in private areas such as change-rooms, or in school offices or 
staffrooms, or at meetings, without express permission.

If you wish to discuss an issue further with the College, please contact the Principal, Mrs Angela Hay.

Mr S. Belcher
Acting Assistant Principal - Pastoral and Administration

Pastoral
YEAR 7

CONGRATULATIONS
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YEAR 9

A reminder to all Year 9 students to stay focused towards the end of Term 4. The Year group recently agreed to 
hold themselves to high standards of behaviour and academic rigour through the development of the “Year 9 Student 
Norms”. It was most pleasing to see such well thought out and mature goals being set by the year group. The challenge 
now is to maintain this standard right to the end of the year.

Mr D. Berner 
Pastoral Leader of Learning 

 

Careers
On Tuesday, 29th November, a large group of Year 10 students travelled to the Australian Catholic University, North 
Sydney to find out what university was all about. We were given a campus tour and participated in workshop activities 
spanning a variety of fields including Nursing/Paramedicine, Law, Physiotherapy, Speech Pathology/Occupational 
Therapy, Business/Commerce and Education. Former and current ACU students ran the sessions which made the 
content relevant and engaging.  All students had fun and learnt quite a lot about university and the subjects on offer. 
Also interesting to note was the recurring theme of the importance of volunteer work and community involvement and 
how this may lead to an early offer at University.
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DEBATING DEVELOPMENT DAY

On Thursday 24th November, 2016 Emily and Sarah, Seminar Leaders from Masters Academy spent the day with 
our 2017 (Years 8-12) Debating Teams.  The program was absolutely fantastic, exactly what we needed to polish our 
knowledge and skills of Debating.  The day was broken into three sessions:

Session 1:
• Model creation
• Definitions/Justifications
• Burdens of proof and stance
• Argumentation
• Matter Prioritisation
• Stakeholder analysis and breakdowns

Session 2:
• Characterisation and likelihood
• Rationality in Actors
• Logic threading
• Article Rebuttal
• Tracking
• Evidence, Precedence and 

Principles of debating

Session 3:
• Q&A
• Speaking Games
• Wrap up

The following students attended the day.  However, we do look forward to more students joining our community at the 
start of 2017.

Joseph Arabit (Year 8)
Curtis Bayeh  (Year 11)
Stephanie Belford (Year 11)
Michael Blazevic  (Year 7)
Monique Bovino (Year 10)
Eleanor Dezius (Year 11)
Joseph Elias  (Year 11)
Bianca Garth (Year 7)
Alisha Geragty (Year 7)
Adeline Giacomelli (Year 7)

Dominic Gibson (Year 11) 
Bradley Goldsmith (Year 11)
Anthony Khatchigian (Year 7)
Regina Kim (Year 7)
Max Litherland  (Year 11)
Bill Litsas (Year 11)
Nathan Long  (Year 11)
Sam Markarian  (Year 8)
Jonathan Nakad (Year 10)
Rebecca Ozer  (Year 10)

Sarah Popov  (Year 11)
Jakob Reid  (Year 7)
Eric Saba  (Year 10)
Harry Simpson  (Year 8)
Theodore Sugita  (Year 10)
Jacob Taylor (Year 10)
Tayla VanCuylenberg  (Year 8)
Gabriella VanCuylenberg (Year 10)
Eve Watson (Year 8)
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Sample topics that were discussed throughout the day were:
• That we should place CCTV cameras in schools
• That we should abolish juries
• That we should enforce drug testing in schools
• That we should have mandatory parenting classes for new parents
• That we should abolish combat sports
• That we should intervene on the ground in Iraq 
As a spokesperson from the Debating community, we would like to thank Mrs Angela Hay who promoted and funded the 
day on behalf of the College.  

Ms Shannon Graham and Mr Daniel Moussa
Debating Coaches

Key Learning Areas
VISUAL ARTS

On Tuesday the 22nd of November we celebrated another creative year at the school with the Annual Junior Art Exhibition 
evening. Parents, students and teachers enjoyed investigating the eclectic mix of paintings, sculpture, drawings and 
printmaking on display. Our new subject, Photography and Digital Media had a vast amount of stunning photographs 
exhibited investigating themes of Surrealism, contrast, portraits and landscapes. 

The following day many classes were able to come up and have a look and show off their excellent artistic product to 
their friends.  Thank you so much to everyone who helped set up and well done artists and photographers for all your 
hard work. You are a very talented group. 

Miss E. Brennan
Leader of Learning Visual Arts

MUSIC

Year 7 were treated to a vibrant music incursion last Friday from the percussive group ‘Drumbeats’. This highly interactive 
and practical drumming workshop gave students an opportunity to  develop an appreciation of cultural diversity and was 
delivered by professional musicians in the oral tradition of learning through listening, analysing and playing. 

The high energy, hands-on workshop was most enjoyable for all involved and the students thoroughly enjoyed improvising 
rhythm patterns on their own individual djembe drum, where they gained important teamwork and collaboration skills in 
working together to make exciting music!
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Ms Trudy Andrews

Leader of Learning – Performing Arts

Sport

CONGRATULATIONS



The first Marist Brothers arrived in Australia on the ‘Star of Peace’ on 21st February, 1872.  On the 8th April, 1872, school commenced  
at St Patrick’s. Our Newsletter is named, ‘Star of Peace’, as it too, hopefully, brings peace and good news to our community.

Battle of the Bands



SPMC’s Got Talent



St Patrick’s Marist College, Star of Peace Community News



St Patrick’s Marist College, Star of Peace Community News
Support our students, Ashley Roberts and Brianna Webster who will be performing in the Packemin production of 
“Cats’.  They'll be sharing the stage with Simon Pryce (the Red Wiggle!!!) as well as over 100 other young performers 
from all over Sydney. 
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OUT OF THIS WORLD!

Inspired by our Year 12 students, our theme for this year was “Out of this world” as we became “St Pats MARS College” 
for the event.  Our aim was to continue to financially support the Marist school in Trichy, India as well as provide 
additional equipment for the new Cola being constructed in the Senior Yard.

Due to our significant support, the Marist school in Trichy has grown from an enrolment of 60 students to 400 ... and 
increasing. 

Our goal this year was to reach for the stars at $40,000 and we would like to acknowledge our generous sponsors for 
their help in our efforts to raise these funds. The Marist Brothers of Trichy are extremely appreciative of our support and 
we look forward to making the Senior Yard Cola a very impressive addition to the College.   

Uv"R c vtke mu"O c tkuv"E q nng i g "y q wnf "nkmg "vq "vj c p m"C J S "
hq t"vj g kt "i g p g t q wu"ur q puq t uj kr 0 
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PSV Commercial Air was established in 2015. We are Heating 
Ventilation Air Conditioning (HVAC) specialists with over 20yrs 
experience. We provide exceptional and high quality service, 
some of our  leading clients include TfNSW, Services NSW 
(formally RTA) BPAY, Sydney trains and JLL . 

We also offer a residential air conditioning service, carrying 
out repairs, maintenance and  new installations. 

PSV Commercial Air deals with all the major brands and can 
recommend the right air conditioning system to suit your 
needs and budget. 

PSV Commercial Air will provide $100 Discount off on any new 
Supply and Installation of domestic Split AC Units to family 
and friends of St Pats Dundas within the next 12 Months 

 
 

     

    •        •        •     

 

Gold Key Building Services established in 1980 are 
a Leading Commercial and Retail Fitout Company 
with extensive experience not only in NSW but 
throughout Australia. Our services include: 

�  Total Design Services 
�  Demolition and De-fit services 
�  Heritage and Restoration specialist 
�  Complete Fitout Services (All Trades) 
�  Sustainable Office Fitout specialists 
�  Activity Based Workstation (ABW) Fitouts 
�  All service Trades 
�  Workstations and Furniture 
Our Leading Clients Include: TfNSW, RMS, Subaru 
Australia, Inchcape Motors, KIA Motors, Sydney 
Trains, BPAY etc. 
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The College would like to thank our generous business 
sponsors and their families for their support of our     
College Walkathon:
• AHQ
• Orthodontics Sydney Wide
• ISEC
• Gold Key Building Services
• PSV Commercial Air Services Pty Ltd
• Tony’s Handyman Services


