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From the Principal

KEY DATES
Friday, 14th September, 2018 
Year 11 Examinations Commence

Monday, 24th September, 2018 
Year 11 Examinations Conclude 
Year 7 Vaccinations

Tuesday, 25th September, 2018 
Year 12 Graduation Day

Wednesday, 26th September, 2018 
Year 11 Drama Performance Evening 
(6.30pm)

Friday, 28th September, 2018 
Term 3 Concludes

Monday, 15th September, 2018 
Term 4 Commences

Newsletter Number 14  |  St Patrick’s Marist College, Dundas  | 12th September, 2018

It has been a very special week for us here at the College. Recently we had the 
wonderful privilege of listening to our Year 11 students who had nominated to be 
School Captains for 2018. The standard of speeches was extremely high and I would 
have been very confident in anyone of those students leading our school. 

This week we had our Student Leaders Commissioning Ceremony. At this time it is 
important as a community that we thank our outgoing Year 12 leadership group for their 
wonderful service over the last 12 months. As a team, they have proved themselves 
as effective stewards of St Patrick’s Marist College. They have successfully built on 
the legacy of those that have gone before them. During their time they have shown 
initiative and responded in every instance to the call in supporting the College and their 
peers and students in younger years. It has been wonderful to see what outstanding 
role models and mentors they have been and how keen they were in 2018. Rebecca 
and Theo, we have been so proud to have you as our School Captains, with the great 
support of Greta and Jonathan. Your love and pride for St Patrick’s Marist has been 
so wonderful to experience and has shone throughout your entire tenure.  We called 
upon you often and you were always ready and available to do what was needed.

We thank each of our Year 12 leaders. We have seen some excellent initiatives and 
incredible generosity. We have witnessed a rebirth and growth of social justice in 
our College and we have been so pleased to see the number of Year 12 students 
involved.

It was with great pleasure that we commissioned our leaders:
College Captains:  Joshua Ahn and Emma Gallagher
College Vice Captains: Claudia Sobral and Maxwell Wahbe
Prefects:   Katrina Astalosh
   Connor Barr
   Renae Cunningham
   Alana Doueihi
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Star of Peace

The Mission of Marist schools is to lead young people in the way of Mary, to know and love God  
in the belief that they all can become good Christians and good Citizens.
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   Ashley Doueihi
   Jye Durkin
   Monica Le
   Micky Nader
   April Purdon
   Anton Sheridan
House Captains:  Sophia McCaughan and Brendan Mitchell (Chavoin)
   Peter Litsas and Natalie Summers (Edwin)
   Benjamin Duguid and Laura Montiel (Ludovic)
   Jack Brady and Sarah Collins (Mackillop)
   Chelsea Gruber and Frederick Zeater (Paul)
   Rachael Dick and Christopher Saad (Xavier)

To our new leaders I pray that you enjoy your journey, that you find courage in each other and that at the end of these 
12 months you have achieved all that you set out to do. May the God of wisdom shine upon you and guide you.

To our outgoing leaders we have been truly blessed. May God bless each one of you as you continue your leadership 
journey. We pray that this will be the first of many leadership opportunities and that what you have learnt will be the 
foundations as you leave us for new and exciting adventures.

Last Friday, I attended the SRE Mass held at The Good Shepherd Parish, Plumpton with Ms Eskander and 20 of our 
students. The Mass was presided by our bishop Most Rev Vincent Van Nguyen where catechists were recognised for 
their outstanding contributions. I was so proud to see the number of students from St Patrick’s Marist College that have 
committed to this very important work.

There are currently 700 wonderful volunteer Catechists/SRE’s representing their parishes in around 200 state schools 
across the diocese. Currently there are 350 students from Catholic Colleges in the Parramatta Diocese who assists as 
SREs in the classroom.

These classes provide the opportunity for the seeds of faith to be sown and then nourished by parents, parish life and 
future Catechists/SREs.

We thank the following students for their commitment to the SRE program

Bethany Bayeh
Jaymelee Boufrancis
Gabriella Bovino
Rachel Caruana
Lourdes Chedid
Bel  Fairall 
Christiane Farah
Ghadi Francis
Rebecca Grundy
Laetitia Gugliotta

Last week we welcomed 200 parents and friends to our Year 9 Music Performance Evening. Congratulations to all 
students and their teacher, Mr Heffernan and Ms Andrews for her support.

Congratulations to our Marist Oratory students Eva Galati, Lara Brimicombe, Mia Brimicombe, Eve Watson, Claudia 
Sobral and Sophie McCaughan who travelled out to St Gregory’s College Campbelltown last Wednesday night. The 
competition is of a very high standard and our students did an outstanding job and were wonderful ambassadors for the 
College. Thank you to our parents and to Ms Gray for supporting the students on the night.

Information about the summer uniform and availability can be found in the Business Managers section.

Yours In Jesus, Mary and Marcellin.

Mrs Angela Hay

Elana Hajjar
Daniel Khalil
Zoe Luxford
Natalie Mejalli
Charlotte Moujalli
Brandon Shashati
Tayla VanCuylenberg
Sophie Vaughan
Ula Venckus
Narella Wakim



St Patrick’s Marist College, Dundas Star of Peace | Page 3

Assistant Principals
Innovation, Teaching and Learning
YEAR 11 YEARLY EXAMINATION PERIOD

From Friday of Week 8 (14th September), Year 11 students will undertake their Yearly Examination period. Students are 
reminded to ensure they are on time for their set exams; to wear full College Winter uniform for every exam and bring 
the required equipment to their exams. 

In cases of illness or misadventure please contact the College – Ms Cathy Mollace  – Year 11 Pastoral Leader of 
Learning to inform of your absence. A reminder that in cases of illness to also obtain a Doctor’s Certificate on the day 
of illness and return to Mr Scanlon the next day with a completed Illness and Misadventure Form (https://drive.google.
com/file/d/1E1ScWET81Q8mwF0WjP3pwKpwkxkxqi5u/view)

TERM 3 HSC LEARNING

As the final term continues for Year 12, it is an opportunity for each student to refocus, review and reflect upon their 
Trial results and feedback, get organised and engaged in the learning ahead. In supporting learning at home, it is most 
important that students are revising, learning from each subject, incorporating their feedback from the Trial exams into 
revision work and completing set homework. This means that time is set for private study away from distractions of 
devices and social media. I do encourage all parents to support your child by creating boundaries which support this 
focus on learning and study at home. It is reminded that the HSC is a fulltime pursuit and any part-time work needs to 
take a back seat during this time. 

HSC MAJOR WORKS

Congratulations to our Year 12 teachers and students in their submission of their major works and projects in the 
various learning areas of Visual Arts, TAS ITM, Drama and Music performances. Each year our senior students, deeply 
supported by their teachers, produce outstanding projects and performance pieces that represents a clear passion, 
talent and commitment to their HSC studies. We all look forward to the results due at the conclusion of Term 4. 

BYOD

Technology and the internet are important tools for learning. I would like to remind parents that clear expectations and 
rules exist here at the College for the responsible use of ICT. Although iPad and laptops are part of the tools of learning, 
they are not always engaged in every lesson. When engaged technology enables students to communicate, seek 
further understanding and create new knowledge via the tools that technology provides. Students who choose to use 
technology for other purposes will have limits set on the use of their laptop or iPad at school and further consequences. 
At home, parents are encouraged strongly to monitor their child’s use of technology in an open environment outside 
the bedroom and technology ought to be discontinued after 9.00pm. Research clearly highlights that young people’s 
wellbeing requires them to have social interactions face to face and the appropriate amount of sleep each night. Light 
transmitted via IPads or mobile phones does change a person’s sleep pattern making it harder to have deep sleep. 

Mr J. Scanlon 
Assistant Principal - Innovation, Teaching and Learning

Mission and Wellbeing
ATTENDANCE

Mr M. Paton
Assistant Principal - Mission and Wellbeing
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Instructional Leader / Learning Coach
Thank you to the parents who attended the Project Based Learning Parent Forum during the P&F Meeting on the 
evening of the 29th August. For those who were unable to attend, I discussed the ‘why’ of PBL, including the backward 
mapped concept of our Marist Graduate; a young person who has reached their full potential, is flexible and adaptable, 
has high levels of numeracy and literacy, boundary crossing skills and is a genuine life-long learner. Our College Vision 
For Learning has clearly articulated our commitment to student centred inquiry pedagogy, and Project Based Learning 
is the way in which this can be realised. With academic research to support, especially Professor John Hattie’s globally 
respected meta-analysis, Project Based Learning encompasses an array of factors that have been identified as those 
that impact student learning most. Whilst PBL ranks well on its own merits, each of the factors ranking above it, such as 
Collective Teacher Efficacy (the collective belief of teachers in their abilities to move student learning forward through 
a committed and combined approach) are significant components of the PBL inquiry pedagogy. Stage 6 new syllabus’ 
have also been written with an inquiry focus, and therefore we at St Patrick’s Marist College are also demonstrating our 
commitment to preparing our Stage 4 and 5 students for success in their senior years.  

I also addressed a range and variety of misconceptions surrounding PBL, including the over emphasis on the ‘product’, 
as well as collaborative structures. Whilst group work is important in PBL, rigorous PBL design allows for both group and 
individual learning throughout units of work. I also explained that a more appropriate name could actually be Process 
Based Learning; a process whereby clarity is paramount and shared from the outset (clear Learning Intention shared with 
students through the Driving Question), where high expectations and a high challenge is set (also through the Driving 
Question) and where learning growth can be realised through the intentional design of moving student’s through the 
process (culture). Feedback/Feedforward is a priority through ongoing Benchmarking (formative assessment), allowing 
students to take risks within a safe and supportive learning environment.  It really is about getting students in the PIT 
so to speak, a place where there is ‘cognitive wobble’ but also support to move students forward and out of it’s depths. 
Quality PBL addresses the age old concern of student’s ‘falling between the cracks’. There are no cracks in the floor of 
a growth mindset Learning Pit, only resilient young people who know that learning is achievable for all when guided by 
both peers and teachers. If you would like to ask any questions about PBL and it’s design and implementation here at 
St Patrick’s Marist, please feel free to email me directly at kmaish@parra.catholic.edu.au.
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In an update on numeracy and literacy in the College, St Patrick’s Marist received excellent feedback during our CEDP 
Action Plan Cluster Meeting held on the 6th September at Gilroy College, Castle Hill. I thank Mrs Alexis-Jerald (Leader 
of Learning, Mathematics) and all the Mathematics Department for their work around student driven Accountable Talk in 
Mathematics and Pre and Post-testing to track growth. Our PALS school wide writing strategy combined with Professor 
Lyn Sharratt’s Gradual Release of Responsibility framework is also having significant impact on student growth, and I 
would like to particularly thank the Religious Education and HSIE Departments for their growth tracking of a selection 
of Stage 4 students. Our learners at St Patrick’s Marist are certainly being provided with contemporary, authentic, yet 
highly structured opportunities to improve their key skills. 

Ms K. Maish
Instructional Leader/Learning Coach

Business Manager
SCHOOL UNIFORM FOR TERM 4

•	 Senior Boy’s Ties: Are available for purchase from the Uniform Shop on Thursdays (before school, and during 
recess and lunch breaks).  Year 10 and Year 11 boys are expected to wear the new Senior tie from Term 4.

•	 Junior and Senior Girls Summer Dresses: Lowes have recently advised of manufacturing delays in relation 
to our Summer Dresses. With the impending start of Term 4, Lowes will air freight a batch of dresses in multiple sizes 
as soon as they are manufactured, with the remainder to arrive at a later date. Therefore, the Carlingford Lowes store 
are currently taking orders from parents to gauge the quantity required on the initial airfreighted batch. Pre-ordered 
dresses will be given priority once the first batch of dresses arrive.  We wish to stress to parents the need to visit the 
Carlingford Lowes store to pre-order dresses to enable a better chance of getting the dresses in time for the start of 
next term.

Ms V. Fraser
Business Manager

School Fees
 All school fees for 2018 have now been billed to families and are overdue if you are not on a formal payment arrangement. 

Families will only receive a statement in Term 4 if there are fees overdue or on a payment arrangement.

Fees can be paid by:  direct debit, bpay, billpay, centrelink payments, eftpos, credit card, cheque or cash and that you 
should consider using billpay at your local post office for large cash payments.

Please finalise any fees outstanding or contact me on 8841 7955 or via email rwadih@parra.catholic.edu if I can assist 
you with your fee inquiry including setting up payment plans.

Ms R. Wadih
School Fees Administrator

Pastoral
YEAR 12

As we move towards graduation for this year group, this time with teachers in class remains vital for students. It is 
important students use this time to work through unfinished content or prepare for their final examinations with the aid 
of their teachers.

Information regarding Year 12 Graduation has been sent to all families from Mrs Hay regarding the important event on 
Tuesday the 25th of September (https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mNeUHBlUra0LkXuaziHShcPmOfPRy10O/view). Any 
outstanding money for the Graduation dinner must be paid to the front office. 

Mr S. Belcher
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 12
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YEAR 11 

Congratulations to all students that nominated for a leadership position this term. While not all students were successful, 
students will have an opportunity to show leadership in a number of different ways as they begin their final year at high 
school. 

Congratulations to our new leaders for 2019: 
College Captains:  Joshua Ahn and Emma Gallagher
College Vice Captains: Claudia Sobral and Maxwell Wahbe
House Captains:  Sophia McCaughan and Brendan Mitchell (Chavoin)
   Peter Litsas and Natalie Summers (Edwin)
   Benjamin Duguid and Laura Montiel (Ludovic)
   Jack Brady and Sarah Collins (Mackillop)
   Chelsea Gruber and Frederick Zeater (Paul)
   Rachael Dick and Christopher Saad (Xavier)

Prefects:   Katrina Astalosh
   Connor Barr
   Renae Cunningham
   Alana Doueihi
   Ashley Doueihi
   Jye Durkin
   Monica Le
   Micky Nader
   April Purdon
   Anton Sheridan
The Leaders Changeover Ceremony was a fantastic opportunity to congratulate these students and it was great to see 
many proud family members present. I look forward to working closely with the College Leaders in Term 4, 2018 and in 
2019. 

A reminder that we continue to collect money for the Walkathon. Year 11 have already made a significant contribution to 
this, but I encourage all students to make a contribution. 

We wish Year 11 the best of luck as they begin their exams. A reminder that students are not allowed to drive to school 
unless they have been given permission due to personal circumstances which has been discussed with myself and Mr 
Paton. 

Year 12 - 2019 Booklist

The Year 12 2019 resource list has now been hosted on the Campion website for student ordering.

Please use the link below which will take parents/students directly into the Campion website for ordering.

  https://order.campion.com.au/index.html#resourceListListView?code=3F167BAB

If Parents order via the Campion website, https://www.campion.com.au/, our School Code is: VVZ6
The Year 12 course will start in Term 4 - 2018 - Week 5.

Miss C. Mollace 
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 11

YEAR 10

Senior Ties Girls Dresses: 

From the start of Term 4, all Year 10 males will be required to wear the new Senior Tie with their normal uniform. The 
tie can be purchased from the College Administration office at a cost of $20. All females will be allowed to wear the new 
Senior summer dress once supplies arrive in store at Lowes, Carlingford.  Please see note regarding the ordering of the 
Summer dresses from the Business Manager.

Immunisation Notes: 

All students are required to return the Immunisation Health Check statements to their Homeroom Patrons as soon as 
possible.
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Upcoming Important Dates for Year 10:

Students are reminded they need to be in attendance at school every day until the official end of school, unless leave 
has been approved by College Principal, Mrs Hay.
•	 7th November: Guest speaker presentation on Resilience
•	 19th to 23rd November: Year 10 Examinations
•	 27th to 28th November: Year 10 Careers Conference and mock job interviews
•	 29th November: “All My Own Work” modules that are a mandatory requirement from N.E.S.A. for any student doing 

Year 11 next year.
•	 30th November: Year 10 Pastoral Day (casual clothing)
•	 3rd December: No classes in the day and Harbour Cruise at night. 
There will be a note about these events issued to students shortly.

Mr. D. Bonora
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 10

YEAR 9

Year 9 Music Performance

On Wednesday the 5th of September a group of Year 9 Music students performed at a musical performance night at the 
school. We would like to thank the students for their hard work and preparation for this. The talent displayed and the 
professional standard of the performances were astounding. I would also like to take this time to thank the many parents 
and friends who came to support the students. Your presence and support is appreciated.

Mr. D. Berner
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 9

YEAR 7

Year 7 are reminded to please return the World Youth Day raffle tickets and also their Walkathon donations. Both items 
will need to be returned to the front office in an envelope labelled with students name, homeroom and amount. 

Students are asked to ensure they are wearing the correct full school uniform each day, especially in regards to jewellery.

Mr J. Hornby
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 7 

Key Learning
HISTORY

Medieval Day

On the 6th of September, half of the Year 8 students participated in a Medieval Europe incursion which explained life in 
the Middle Ages. During the incursion we were separated into our 3 classes to partake in the activities. These activities 
included learning about Medieval medicine, archery, and sword fighting.

In the Medieval medicine activity, we listened to the different roles in society and watched how the people in the Middle 
Ages solved their medical problems. We even got to witness the instructor eating a leech. During the archery task, we 
learnt how to shoot at targets and some people even knocked the targets off the stand. In the sword fighting activity, we 
were given a foam sword and shield to fight against our classmates. 
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Towards the end of the incursion, all 3 classes gathered at the La Valla Centre to witness the different armour people 
in Medieval Europe wore and the reason behind it. In this final activity, some of the students were also able to model 
these armours for us. Year 8 learnt many things about life in Medieval Europe from the activities we experienced. The 
knowledge we have gathered from this incursion has helped us with our ongoing assignment.

Amy Jahja 
Year 8 MacKillop

MARIST ORATORY

Last night, five students from the College participated in the Marist Oratory competition at St Gregory’s College, 
Campbelltown. 

Although none of the girls placed in their year group division, they certainly represented the College well and demonstrated 
immense passion for their topic. It was so inspiring to see confidence in these young women. 

Eva Galati (Year 7): Spoke about a Home for All and the need to 
show acceptance to all those who come to the shores of Australia 
in search of safety. 

Mia Brimicombe (Year 8): Spoke about how life All Begins with 
a Choice and how active and passive choices can determine our 
future.

Lara Brimicombe (Year 9): Gave her own take on the iconic line 
Straight to the Pool Room and discussed the need to take pride not in 
our material possessions, but in our relationships and experiences. 

Eve Watson (Year 10): Delivered a passionate address about how 
women all over the world are Poles Apart in their opportunities. 

Claudia Sobral (Year 11): Encouraged audiences to consider the Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing and to see life from a 
different, unique perspective.

Sophia McCaughan (Year 11): Gave an exciting 3 minute impromptu speech, having only had a few minutes to prepare 
her speech once she received her topic. 

Thanks everyone for your support. 
Ms E. Gray

Acting Leader of Learning - English
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PASS

On Tuesday the 4th of September the two PASS classes headed to Crosslands Reserve, Hornsby Heights as part of our 
outdoor education unit of work. Joined by our teachers Mr Belcher and Mrs Haddad we all prayed that the rain would 
stop. We started by taking off on a bushwalk along a section of the Great North Walk. It was a great experience and 
consisted of a mixture of hills and windy tracks. 

After the trek, we returned to the campsite and had lunch, then we divided into two groups and participated in some fun 
team building activities and orienteering challenges. We really enjoyed this amazing adventure and learnt many new 
skills.

Bianca, Holly, Teagan, Ashleigh and Michael.
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LIBRARY

Premiers Reading Challenge

Premier’s Reading Challenge - A huge congratulations to the reading efforts of all students who participated in the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge! The following students successfully completed the challenge by reading 20 books 
between September 2017 and August 2018.

 
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

Takoda Cheng Amy Jahja Bianca Garth

Sebeen Chung Anthony Saba Alexander Johnson

Jon El Khoury Hanna

Eva Galati
Alyssa Jahja
Ariel Joe

Ben Mason

Interested in the next Challenge? Keep a record of the books you read from now, and you can register these when the 
Challenge starts next year!

Happy reading
Ms S. Thompson

Teacher Librarian

VISUAL ARTS

Artist of  the Week - Kate Zorbalas

During Term 2, Year 9 Visual Arts students investigated contemporary art practices focusing on the use of text and 
language in art. By inquiring into the conceptual and material practice of modern and postmodern artists including 
American artist Jenny Holzer, students applied these stylistic and theoretical conventions to compose a three dimensional 
sculpture made from printed media, such as old books, magazines, newspapers, maps, and phone books. 

Kate designed and created a sophisticated and original sculpture demonstrating her extensive understanding and 
application of technical processes as well as resolving a conceptually clever and visually engaging work. In her text 
sculpture, Kate explores the process of wildlife documentary photography through the camera form and delicate 
botanical imagery and text.

Congratulations to Kate - this body of work is an excellent example of technical and conceptual accomplishment and the 
willingness to learn, experiment, and apply new knowledge and skills.

Miss K. Kovacic
Visual Arts Teacher
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WIYANGA

Year 12 Art Exhibition

This term, the students have been lucky enough to have had the school leaders spend time with them in the classroom. 
Helping them with their work, assisting them with their afternoon jobs, listening to them read and helping them practice 
their social skills by having conversations. The students have enjoyed spending time with them in Wiyanga and have 
felt really proud when their friends have acknowledged them while moving through the school and at Assemblies. We 
had a small thank you morning tea and said goodbye to  the Year 12 students, and wished them well in the remainder 
of their school life. The students made them cards, as well as cooked biscuits and made fruit kebabs to share with them 
at a special morning tea.
The remainder of our students visited Grounds for Learning at the Aengus Kavanagh Centre in Mount Druitt last week, 
where they ordered a hot chocolate and something to eat. Then we sat down with members from Kirinari and engaged 
in conversation whilst enjoying our treats. Grounds for Learning is an exciting program, where selected students explore 
the world of work and learn how to run a coffee shop from a converted bus. The Wiyanga students were delighted when 
they were served by one of their friends from St Patrick’s Marist.
A very exciting week for one of our students, Maroun Sassine who was awarded Class Captain for Year 10 Edwin. 
During Assembly last week, he was proudly presented with his badge from Mrs Hay. Maroun was given this honor by 
his peers, who voted for him.
It is very important that any skills our students learn, are then generalised in different environments and settings. Last 
Friday, students walked to the local shops to make the required purchases for Food Technology. This gave them the 
opportunity to expand their Road Safety skills in different areas, as well as looking for items on their shopping list in a 
different supermarket. 

Ms K. Scotford 
High Needs Support Teacher
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Sport
MCS ATHLETICS

On an unseasonably bright and warm Thursday 30th August, 39 boys from the College attended the MCS Athletics 
Carnival at Sydney Olympic Park Athletics Centre, Homebush. With great anticipation, the boys left school at 
7:45am, keen to make an impression on the tough competition that were representing their schools at this carnival.

There were a number of impressive performances, numerous placings and P.B’s. recorded but none better than 
Daniel Menin who was awarded the 16 Years Individual Champion. Daniel is a talented field event athlete and 
gained 1st place in javelin (49m) and discus (38m), 2nd  place in shot put (13m), 4th place in both high jump and 
long jump, 3rd place in 100m (heat) and 1st as part of the 16 Years 100m Relay Team.  Other highlights included 
Takoda Cheng who placed 1st in the 13 Years 100 metres and Sehan Samaragunarathna who came 1st in 15 Years 
discus. All of these boys will now progress to the NSW Combined Catholic Colleges competition later in the term. 

The boys were a credit to themselves and their families and showed great school spirit through their representation 
of the College. A special acknowledgment must go to Mrs Pavlovich who was assigned the massive task of 
organising the entire Carnival and ensured the day was a huge success. Thanks also to the other teachers who 
attended, as well as to the Years 9, 10 and 11 students who were the helpers on the day.

Mr. D. Bonora
MCS Athletics Team Manager



St Patrick’s Marist College, Dundas Star of Peace | Page 13

NSW INTERSCHOOL SNOWSPORTS CHALLENGE

CONGRATULATIONS - JACOB REID

During the July School holidays Jacob competed at the NSW Interschools Snowsports Challenge. Despite the snow not 
being at it’s best, the course was well-groomed. He competed alongside students from all over NSW from Years 9 and 
10 in the Snowboarding and Snowboarding X. 

Jacob place 14th out of  40 tough competitors in the Snowboard GS (which is going down a hill and weaving in and out 
of flags.). He also placed 28th out of 41 competitors in the Snowboard X (which is a course featuring bumps and berms).

The competition was lots of fun and he strongly encourage all skiing and snowboarding students to contact Mrs Pavlovich 
and get involved next year.



Year 9 Music Performance

The first Marist Brothers arrived in Australia on the ‘Star of Peace’ on 21st February, 1872.  On the 8th April, 1872, school commenced  
at St Patrick’s. Our Newsletter is named, ‘Star of Peace’, as it too, hopefully, brings peace and good news to our community.
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1NAPLAN Online – Fact sheet for parents and carers
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Fact sheet for parents and carers
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual 
national assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. Planning has begun to move 
NAPLAN from a pen and paper assessment to an online assessment.

What are the benefits of NAPLAN 
Online?
Results will be faster and more precise

• Your child’s individual results will be returned to you within
just a few weeks of the NAPLAN testing.

• Online assessment will reduce the time it takes to mark and
provide feedback to schools, teachers and parents.

• Improved precision and timing of results will help teachers
to tailor their teaching more specifically to address students’
learning needs.

Tailored tests will provide better assessment 

• The online format allows for ‘tailored testing’, where the
test adapts to a student’s performance and asks questions
that match their achievement level.

• Students in each year level start with the same set of
questions which can then branch into a different set of
questions based on their responses to the first set of
questions.

• This means that students will be directed to questions that
may be easier or more challenging depending on their
responses.

• This test design will allow students to better demonstrate
their literacy and numeracy skills.

• Students find online assessment is more engaging*, which
means they are encouraged to persist longer and try harder.

* Research by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting
Authority (ACARA) into online assessment has shown that students

have engaged well with electronic tests.

NAPLAN Online School 
Readiness Test
NSW schools will participate in a school readiness 
test between  August and  September .

The school readiness test is a ‘practice run’ for schools to 
assess their technology ahead of NAPLAN Online. The 
readiness test is not an assessment of student ability. The 
readiness test allows schools to:

• become familiar with the NAPLAN Online test format and
processes

• check whether they have the technical capacity, rooms and
devices to administer NAPLAN Online

• provide students in NAPLAN years 3, 5, 7 and 9 with the
opportunity to experience the online test question types
and format by completing a practice NAPLAN online test.

For more information 
Parents, students and schools interested in familiarising 
themselves with the NAPLAN Online format can access 
the NAPLAN Online demonstration site that includes 
sample tests for each NAPLAN year. Use the following link:

http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/
naplan-online/naplan-online-public-
demonstration-site

Further information about NAPLAN Online is available 
on the national ACARA website: 

http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/
naplan-online

Contact your school principal or visit the ACARA NAP 
website for more detailed information:

http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/online-
assessment.html 
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Frequently asked questions
Which students will participate in the NAPLAN 
Online School Readiness Test?

Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will participate. 

How should I prepare my child for the NAPLAN 
Online School Readiness Test?

Your child will not need any academic preparation for the 
school readiness test. This is not a test of their literacy and 
numeracy skills, but an opportunity for them to experience 
the online test format and for their school to assess its online 
testing capability. 

How long is the school readiness test?

The school readiness test is expected to include two 
assessments: a writing assessment* and a combined 
numeracy/literacy assessment. The duration of each 
assessment will be approximately 40 minutes. 

* Year 3 students will only be expected to complete the 
combined numeracy/literacy assessment.

When will my school participate in the readiness 
test?

One week within the test period in August and September will 
be identified for each school to conduct readiness testing.

How will students be prevented from using the 
internet or spellcheckers when completing the test?

The NAPLAN Online assessment platform will have state-of-
the-art security protections. The assessment is delivered inside 
a locked-down browser. This ensures students cannot access 
the internet or spellcheckers while completing the test.

Will schools and parents be provided with 
information on the results of the readiness test?

There will be feedback to schools about the technical 
information gained from the readiness testing. There will be 
no reporting of student test results from the readiness test.
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ATTENDANCE CONFERENCE - INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
 
In NSW school attendance is compulsory for children over the age of six years until the age 
of 17 years. Students must complete Year 10 and after Year 10, until they turn 17 years of 
age, students must be:  

● in school or registered for home schooling, or  
● in approved education or training (e.g. TAFE, traineeship, apprenticeship)  
● in full-time, paid employment (average 25 hours per week) or in a combination of 

work, education and/or training  
 
Where a student has recurring numbers of unexplained or unacceptable absences from 
school and school based strategies have been unable to restore regular attendance, parents 
and sometimes their child are required to attend an attendance conference. The conference 
is organised by the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta and will be run by a trained 
conference convener.  
 
The purpose of the conference is for the school, parents, student (depending on their age) 
and other identified agencies to further identify issues which are impacting on your child’s 
attendance and to reach an agreement under which they will regularly attend school.  
 
The outcome of an attendance conference is for the parties to agree to undertake certain 
actions to improve the child’s attendance. These actions are agreed in writing and signed in 
the form of undertakings. 
 
Compulsory schooling order  
If previous attempts to resolve the issue of a child’s attendance are not successful, legal 
compliance can be sought through an application to the Children’s Court for a Compulsory 
Schooling Order. The aim is to assist a family and/or child to address the issues preventing 
satisfactory school attendance. This has the added enforcement of a Court’s powers.  
 
Prosecution  
If all attempts by schools, the Catholic Education Office and DEC regional support staff fail to 
improve a child’s attendance, action can be taken in the Local Court with the result of fines 
being imposed up to a maximum of $11,000.  

 
Further information: Further information is available from:  
Catholic Education Commission policy and information http: www.cecnsw.catholic.edu.au - 
search ‘student attendance’ or htttp://bit.ly/zdLonM  
 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 
http:www.schools.nsw.edu.au/leavingschool/index.php  

Do you need an interpreter?
Interpreting services are provided where possible for parents and carers who 
do not speak or understand English well and for Deaf parents and carers who 
use sign language. For more information on interpreter services contact your 
school or phone the Telephone Interpreter Service and have them contact the 
school. The telephone number to ring is 131 450. Ask for an interpreter in the 
required language and the interpreter will call the school and stay on the line 
to assist you with your conversation. You will not be charged for this service.
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ST MARY’S YOUTH GROUP
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Student Exchange Scholarships
FREE FAMILY INFORMATION EVENING FOR  

ST PATRICK’S MARIST COLLEGE STUDENTS AND 
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE IN 2018/19

Student Exchange Australia New Zealand is a not-for-profit organisation, registered 
with all state and territory Departments of Education around Australia and with 
the Ministry of Education in NZ.  We are the first and only secondary exchange 
organisation in Australia and New Zealand to be certified to ISO 9001 (Quality 
Management System) and we ensure the highest standards of care and support 
to our participants. 

We would like to invite your students and families to a FREE Information Evening in Sydney on Thursday, 20th September. The 
session is being held at the Adina Apartment Hotel Sydney, Corner Kent & Bathurst St, Sydney and starts at 7:00pm. 

Students can find out more about our exchange programs to over 25 countries, listen to former exchange students share their 
experience and learn about our scholarships and discounts on offer.  

We offer scholarships and discounts worth over $100,000 to students each year. All scholarships are valued at either A$2,500 
(semester program) or A$3,500 (year program) each.

- 3 Language Scholarships

- 3 International Affairs Scholarships

- 3 Volunteer and Community Involvement Scholarships

- 2 Australian Ambassador Scholarships

- 3 Digital Video Scholarships

“You come back a different person, with so much more confidence & you feel that you can conquer the world”  Jessica, Semester 
Program to Italy

Hear from returned students, find out more about discounts and scholarships available and ask questions.

Thursday, 20th September  - 7.00pm

Adina Apartment Hotel Sydney,

Cnr Kent & Bathurst Streets

Visit www.studentexchange.org.au

or call 1300 135 331 for more information
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